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Weather Cancellations—If church services are cancelled because of inclement
weather, a closure notice will be on the front page of the website, WLAB and
WBCL radio, TV Channels 15, 21 and 33 will publicize, and the phone greeting
at the church will let you know. If a Level 2 Whitley County Snow Emergency is in
effect, our programs will automatically cancel.

FIX YOUR ATTENTION ON GoD ROMANS X"

re.new

Calendar Events >>>

Sunday PM, Sundays 6-7:30pm
Looking for more2 Check out SundayPM
e Sonlight Club (KG-3rd Grade)
e Girls of Grace (4th/5th Grade Girls)
e Guys for God (4th/5th Grade Guys)
e Youth Group (6th-12th Grades)
o Adults—
e Marr-enting—a combination of
Marriage and Parenting, led by the
McCallisters
e Principles & Practices of Prayer-an
in-depth look into what the Bible says
about prayer, led by Adam Sidler
e Starting Point-for the questioning,
new or returning Christian, led by
Kevin and Jill Jordan

On Superbowl Sunday, February 5th,
only the students (6th—12th grades) will
meet to watch the Superbowl! and dive
deeper into God’s Word

Friday, February 24—

Sunday, February 26

Junior High students will be taking a bus
to Evart, Michigan to enjoy the winter
with activities like tubing, horseback
riding, paintballing, basketball, rock
wall climbing and...of course...engaging
worship and teaching. Register by
February 12. Forms are available at
firstchurchconnect.com.

Fix Your Attention on God

By Holly Worrick

Have you ever had a new computer?
You open the box with excitement, only
to wonder where to begin. You see the
owner’s manual, which delineates every
possible scenario that could ever occur
in languages you don’t even know how
to pronounce, let alone speak. You are
tangled in cords, and are about to ship
the whole package back, when you see
the quick start guide. You have a
glimmer of hope as you open the page.
With a sigh of relief, you realize it is in
your own language, and
broken down into simple
illustrated steps of how to
begin.

Perhaps when it comes to
the Bible, you feel the
same way. You try to
open it up, only to be
deluged with study
guides, references, maybe
a few old bulletins, and yes, even
languages that seem somehow foreign
and perhaps unfamiliar (Yahweh,
Hallelujah, Hosanna, Selah, Maskil, and
more ...). As you carry your Bible into
church, you too may wonder where to
begin.

When talking about the upcoming
sermon series, Pastor Johnny says that

“...Romans 12
is about being
transformed
and being
changed...”

Romans 12 is like the Quick Start Guide
to our spiritual lives. Obviously, there
are never easy answers, but it always
helps to know where to begin.

He says that Romans 12 can be divided
into four major sections:

1. Your relationship with the Lord

2. Your relationship with yourself

3. Your relationship with other
believers

4.  Your relationship with your
enemies

He says that throughout the Bible,
there is a focus on encouraging
people and preaching for life
change. Romans 12 is about being
transformed and being changed.
This change comes by fixing your
attention on God.

Maybe you feel like you don’t
know where to begin on your spiritual
journey. Maybe you know someone
else who feels lost, or maybe is lost on
their spiritual journey. We invite you to
join us during this sermon series and to
bring a friend. While everyone may be
in a different place in their journey, the
hope is that everyone will take one step
closer to the Lord.




God is at Work >>>

By Rebekah Wineland, Business Administrator

With 48 people baptized, 38 new members and 15 child dedications, we are
praising God for 201 1! Financially, after 2 years of cutting expenses, we
approved a budget of $982,235 (7% more than 2010, but still less than 2008).
Year-end income for 2011 bumped the total received for General Fund over
$1,100,000, giving us enough to cover 2011 expenses, the $42,000 transfer for
mortgage payment in January 2011 and leave us with momentum to continue
connecting people to God and others in 2012.

Another large mission we felt called to in 2011 was the New Beginnings project.
135 families have pledged $880,000 over the next 3 years toward this initiative
that will pay off the mortgage in 18 months, freshen up the most visible parts of
the church and take new ground in missions locally, regionally and globally! With
the pledges coming in ahead of schedule, we will be able to pay the annual 10%
mortgage prepayment in January 2012 and continue to accrue funds for next
year’s prepayment. If funds continue to come in ahead of schedule, we will soon
see a fresh look in the lobby and new missions projects! Keep your eyes peeled for
one very large furnishing that will soon be donated to our New Beginnings project
instead of purchased!!

Some of the tangible ways God is at work

this year through First Church of God are: We are excited to

announce that the
Supporting 6 full-time missionaries, 2
sister church plants and 2 mission
agencies across the globe from
Columbia City to the Philippines
Giving scholarships to over 100
elementary, middle and high school
kids to attend Bear Lake Camp in
Albion, Indiana
Supporting our Non-Food Pantry,
which serves and witnesses to over
100 Whitley County clients every month
Ministering to the community by allowing our facility to be used by outside
groups like Philharmonic, AA and The Center
Supporting Churches of God with a portion of our tithes (1/3 of which
goes directly to missionaries) and with support of Winebrenner Seminary
Funding (in part) winter retreats and summer mission trips for over 100
Middle School and High School Students where deep discipleship is the
focus
Providing relevant teaching in a VBS-type atmosphere 30 weeks out of the
year during Sunday PM ministries for ages 1 through 101
Providing a weekly meeting place for 20+ small groups and Bible studies
Promoting spiritual formation and discipleship weekly in Worship, small
groups, youth & children’s classes
Hosting outreach and discipleship events like Family Fall Fest, Christmas
Productions and Missions Expos
Providing opportunities for our middle and high school students to compete
in the national CGGC Bible quizzing league
Meeting tangible needs for those in need in our community through
benevolence funds

Salvation Army will
soon be moving into
Room 103! What a
great way to connect
within our community!
Watch for more details!

Your contributions of prayer, time and money are a big part in making all this
possible! Copies of your 2011 contributions have been sent out. Please review your
contribution statement and contact me if you have any questions or concerns, did
not receive one or want an updated copy.
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We want to thank you for
donating the Bibles in our Sister,
Betty McKibbin’s name. Thank
you for all your prayers and
cards.

—Caroline Grable & Ronald
Rubrake

Thank you so much for your
generous gift to the ministry of
International House! | truly
appreciate you joining in the
work God is doing reaching the
nations among us.

—Tara Rajasingam

Thank you so much for all the time poured
into the Christmas production!

Thank you so much for the
donation of Gideon Bibles in my
mother’s name. Thank you for the
prayers and cards, phone calls
and visits to the family during
her illness. Knowing that our
church family and many, many
others were praying for God’s
comfort and peace during this
difficult time was an amazing
blessing to us. Again, thank you
for showing God’s love.

—Ruthie Gregory & the Family
of Christina Hoskins

2012 Leadership Team

What do you look forward to here at First Church in 20122
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Children’s Director:
Mindy Hoffman

Stewardship Team (pictured | to r. front): Jeremy Freeman and Rebekah Wine-
land. Back row (I to r): Johnny McAllister, Kevin Jordan and Charlie Richmond.

Trustee Team (pictured | to r): Jason Wigent, Jeff Beck,
Mark Gareiss and Chad Jagger.

Clerk: Michelle Hammond Worship Arts Pastor
Adam Sidler

Elder Team (pictured | to r. front): Ryan Ward, Johnny McAllister and
Eric Grant. Back row (| to r): Jim Martin, Doug Wright and Rusty Parrish.




