
Weõve been living in Whitley County 
for seven years now, and one of the 
things I noticed right away continues 
to hold true. This is a community of 
servants. Maybe itõs the small-town 
attitude or the farming community 
mentality. It could be the influence of 
the Church and Jesus Christ on 
changed lives. Probably itõs a 
combination of these, but one thing I 
know for sure; there are people here 
who care about their neighbors, their 
community and their world. Andrea 
and I have certainly been blessed 
many times over by people who 
willingly give in response to what 

God has given them.  

One couple that is putting action to 
the servanthood ideal in our local 
church is Kevin and Jill Jordan. We 
sat down recently, and they shared 
their journey of how God has helped 
them move from seeing service as a 
burden to where it is now a joyful 
part of their lives. Two early 
memories of serving for Kevin and 
Jill centered around small groups. Jill 
remembered how, at that time, it 
seemed as if nearly everyone in their 
group was having babies and the 
thing to do was bring a meal to the 
home. The two were also 
approached about leading a small 
group. Kevin recalls having no 
particular interest to take on that 
challenge, but after being asked a 
few different times ð and allowing 
God to do His work ð they agreed 
and continue to have an active role 
in small group ministries today 
leading a recently organized 
Sunday morning group as well as 
Starting Point which is offered 
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Holiday Schedule >>> 

Saturday, December 10 and 
Sunday, December 11 
First Church Holiday Production: An 
Unexpected Christmas, 7:00 pm 
Come experience the journey of a 
man, who when faced with 
unexpected circumstances, comes to 
see the strength and joy of not only 
embracing the hope Christmas reminds 
us of, but the love Christmas compels 
us to give to others. 

 
Monday, December 19 
Stepping Stones Christmas Program, 
Celebrating the Gift of Our Savior, 
6:30 pm in the auditorium 

 
Tuesday, December 20 
Fort Wayne Philharmonic Holiday 
Pops Concert, 7:00 pm 

 
Saturday, December 24 
Christmas Eve Service, 8:00 pm (no 
nursery or child care) 

 
Sunday, December 25 
Christmas Day, one worship service at 
10:30 am (no childrenõs programs) 

 
Sunday, January 1, 2012 
New Yearõs Day, one worship service 
at 10:30 am (nurseryñ5th grade 
classes meet) 

 We are so very excited here at 
First Church to present to you, this 
Christmas season, òAn Unexpected 
Christmasó. Since August we have 
been working diligently, bringing 
together many wonderful and 
talented individuals, focused on 
creating a wonderful production for 
the whole family. With an adult choir 
made up of nearly 40 
individuals, a childrenõs 
choir, full band, actors 
and actresses of all ages, 
and committed people 
behind the scenes, you 
are destined to 
experience an evening 
that will at once entertain, 
inspire, and point you to 

the Savior. 

 During the summer I 
began to pray and 
consider what our 
direction would be this 
Christmas season. I felt the Lord 
revealing to me a seemingly new 
reality in our country today: There 
are many of us in our families, 
neighborhoods, and communities, 
who are without employment, or 

struggling to make ends meet. With 
this knowledge, I began to consider 
what things might look like this 
Christmas. Could it be that God is 
leading us away from a tree full of 
presents, and instead drawing us to 
a life full of giving? Or better yeté 
Did Jesus come to us, and give His 
life willingly for us, so that we could 

receive Christmas? Or is 
the example that Jesus set, 
pointing us towards an 
attitude of giving 

Christmas away? 

 òAn Unexpected 
Christmasó explores the 
life of a man named 
Steve, who when faced 
with unexpected 
circumstances, finds himself 
on a journey towards 
understanding the strength 
and joy of embracing the 
hope of Christmas, and the 

love it compels us to give to others. 
Along the way Steve meets a man 
named Jason, who is experiencing 
similar circumstances in his own life, 
as together they began to explore 

...finds himself on a 

journey towards 

understanding the 

strength and joy of 

embracing the hope 

of Christmas, and the 

love it compels us to 

give to others.  

By Adam Sidler 

(Continued on Page 2.) 

Sunday evenings in the 

Spring and Fall. 

God blessed those 
initial responses to 
serving and has helped 
the Jordans see giving 
to others as a joy rather 
than a burden. They 
now look for 

opportunities to serve

both in and out of the 
church. Kevin has been a 
Big Brother for 8 years, 
he serves on the First 
Church leadership team, and 
volunteers at the Center. Jill loves 
hosting events and actively seeks 
opportunities to lighten the load for 
others. Together they support Youth 
for Christ, GAP Ministries and other 

missionaries in Haiti. 

Serving leads to more serving, and 
Kevin and Jill are now seeing their 
kids coming alongside. Recently Addi 
decided to give money to support an 
outreach program at school, and 
Hale joined right in. The kids were 
involved in last yearõs Thanksgiving 
Dinner for the community, help 
prepare gift boxes for Operation 
Christmas Child, and they are 
excited about the adoption process 

the family is currently undergoing.  

This chain of serving goes both ways 
as the Jordans are quick to point out 
others who have influenced them 
through the years. Kevin noted men 
from First Church such as Jim Sittler, 
Charlie Richmond, Jeremy Freeman 
and Jim Martin who have poured 
themselves into so many lives over 
the years. Jill added Kaye Smith to 
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An Unexpected Christmas 

the list noting her years of dedication to 
the education of some of the youngest of 
the First Church family as well as the 
example set by Gary and Mindy 

Hoffman.  

As we wrapped up our discussion, Jill 
talked about how Whitley County has 
impacted her. She didnõt grow up here, 
but now considers it her home. And while 
she agrees the Church needs to be 
involved regionally and globally, she 
feels a definite personal lean toward 
serving locally. She and Kevin work to 
create and maintain margin in their 
schedule so they are available when 
needs arise, they try to take the first date 
possible when signing up for servant 
opportunities such as meals for others, 
they take the time needed to get to know 
new people, form relationships and then 

invite them along on this journey.  

Whitley County is a great place to live, 
and Kevin and Jill are a neat example of 
how serving others builds a stronger 
community, carries on a legacy handed 
down from one generation to another, 

and adds to Godõs Kingdom. 

Financial Reminderñto ensure your gifts are credited to the 2011 tax year, the 
IRS requires checks be postmarked or received on or before December 31st.  
 

Weather CancellationsIf church services are cancelled because of inclement 

weather, a closure notice will be on the front page of the website, WLAB and 
WBCL radio, TV Channels 15, 21 and 33 will publicize, and the phone greeting 
at the church will let you know. If a Level 2 Whitley County Snow Emergency is in 
effect, our programs will automatically cancel. 

Photo by Chad Moore Photography 



Unexpected from page 1 >>> 

On November 5, fourteen people 
from First Church and the surrounding 
community left for a week in Haiti 
with the mission of serving God and 
the Haitians through medical clinics. 
By the end of the week, 850 people 
had been seen and received 
medicine, vitamins, glasses, and 
health kits. But more than that, we 
wanted to make sure they knew why 

we had come to show them the 

love of God. Steve Richcreek made 
a banner for us to display at each of 
the clinics that stated in Creole, "All 
for the Love of Christ" along with the 
Project Help-Haiti logo. Each person 
also received a tract explaining in 
Creole about God and how to 
become a believer. The days were 
long and hard, but what a reward to 
see the people smile and express 

their thanks. 

We had the privilege of worshipping 
with some of them on Sunday in their 
church. Church is not just a passing 
thing for them to hurry in and hurry 
out, checking it off their list of things 
to do for the week. Their living 
conditions may be terrible, but they 
wear their very best for God. Some 
men wore suits and ties even though 
it was 95 degrees. They arrive at 
6:00 am for Sunday School and then 
have a two hour worship service 
from about 8:00-10:00. They're 
passionate about God and their 
singing is unrestrained. What a joy 
to realize He is the same God no 
matter where we are in the world 
and He is Savior to all 

people.  

It took us most of 
Monday to get to the 
village of Nan Cafe on 
the island of La 
Gonave. We rode in 
the tap tap for over an 
hour from Borel to the 
dock, sat on the ferry 
for 1½ hours (Haitians 
do things on their own 
schedule), rode 1½ 
hours the 17 miles 
across the water, and 
then loaded all our 

Thankful for New Beginnings >>> 

Thank you to all the volunteers who 
helped host the Fall Fest on 
October 30th. Doris Boggs was 
asked to be a greeter at the door. 
She shares, òI wasnõt so sure about 
needing greeters at the door at 
first, but I got to talk with three 
people I hadnõt seen in years! All 
three had tears in their eyes as they 
caught me up on what had been 
happening in their lives. God is 
Good!ó  

Thank you so much for the use of 
your room last month. The foster 
parents appreciate having meetings 
close by and we appreciate you 
helping make it happen! 
ñIndiana Dept. of Child Services 
 
Thank you for the donation of 
Gideon Bibles in memory of my 
brother Ricky A. Young. This meant 
a lot to me and my family.  
ñAnnette Aumsbaugh 
 
A heartfelt Thank You to each of 
you. Your prayers, cards, and 
words of comfort and 
encouragement during our double 
loss has meant so much.  
ñGene & Doris Grable & The 
Family of Cora Martin and  
Jerry Krull 
 
Thank you for the lovely rose and 
the donation of Gideon Bibles in 
Patõs memory. Her church was an 
important part of her life. Thanks, 
too, for the cards, visits and phone 
calls. Your support during this 
difficult time was appreciated.  
ñThe Pat Reed Family 
 
 

you thank 

moments in Steveõs past when others 
gave Christmas away to him. 
Throughout his journey, Steveõs 
hardened exterior cracks and 
reveals the need for hope, love, and 

purpose. 

 There are many people involved 
in bringing this FREE production to 
our community. They have been 

working hard over the past couple of 
months, and are extremely excited 
to share this experience with you! 
Invite your family, your friends, and 
neighbors, anyone you can, to this 
evening of encouragement. It will 

truly be a night to remember! 

There will be 2 performances on 
Saturday, December 10th and 

Sunday, December 11th at 7:00 pm. 

By Jill Shively 

Medical Mission to Haiti 

duffel bags of medicines and supplies 
onto two pickup trucks for the 1½ hour 
ride up the mountain on the bumpiest, 
dustiest road we had ever seen. But 
waiting for us were the most beautiful, 
appreciative people who said they had 
been praying for two years for a 
medical team to come to their village, 
and we were God's answer to their 
prayers. We saw 300 people there 
and were able to take a 24 year-old 
girl back with us to the hospital at 
Pierre Payen who had been sick for 8 

years.  

What a thrill we had to be able to see 
the first Homes4Haiti house being built. 
We got to meet the family of 7 who 
are already living in a small corner of 
the unfinished home. We received many 
long hugs from them, especially the 

mother. 

First Church family, we want you to 
know what an impact you are making in 

Haiti from the money you have 

donated to Homes4Haiti to the money 
for missions to be used for the medicine 
and glasses we took. We were able to 
purchase $50,000 worth of medicine 
and medical supplies for $2,200 from 
companies that supply these types of 
trips. Money was also donated that we 
used to pay the many interpreters that 
were used throughout the week. May 
God continue to bless the efforts to 
broaden our missions as a church but 
also individually as we seek to serve 

Him where ever we are. 

As Thanksgiving passed, I was overcome with thankfulness. It often brings me 
to tears remembering just how much I have to be thankful for. You see, last 
year I had just recovered from a thyroid problem when November rolled 
around. Then I went through the entire month giving thanks for different things 
each day, and I somehow forgot to thank God for my health! I wondered at 
how extremely short my memory is and how extremely gracious our God is 
and always will be! So here is a recap of New Beginnings in Thanksgiving 

styleéI am thankful for: 

�x�� Leaders some I never got the chance to meet, others that I have served 

with in the past and those that I serve with todaywho have diligently 
sought Godõs vision for this congregation. Our last 3-year campaign, to 
eliminate the $1.7 million debt incurred by building in 1998 and again in 
2005, ended in May 2011, and we now have a balance of $422,000 on 
our mortgage. Assuming we can keep up with the current rate and terms 

of our mortgage note, we will be completely debt-free in June 2013! 

�x�� People who have already started giving towards New Beginnings! 
Because of their giving, our building fund balance did not fall below $0 

during the 6-month gap between campaigns! 

�x�� Continued vision for this facility being used for outreach. From the location 

of the building to the interior details, I am thankful for this facility. 

�x�� First Impressions team who planned an overall palate and tone for the 
facility and prioritized the key areas to be addressed with New 

Beginnings funds. 

�x�� New vision for this facility being growth without construction. Once our 
worship services are full, the strategy will be to send missionaries & 

pastors and plant churches. 

�x�� Global Outreach Team and their vision for the dollar-for-dollar matching 

of New Beginnings funds to be used locally, regionally and globally.  

�x�� 135 families who have committed $880,000 over the next three years. 

�x�� Finally, I am thankful for the leaders and faithful followers who daily seek 
Godõs vision for our church body! I was talking with Holly Schrader on 
Sunday and was reminded of the time just 2 ½ years ago when she and a 
group of people were searching for our new pastor. She expressed to me 
(again) how amazing it felt to seek and discover Godõs will and how we 
fit into it. That described my experience during every phase of this New 
Beginnings initiative. It was a time of growth, and I can only pray I 

remember to be thankful for it! 

If you havenõt pledged towards New Beginnings and are interested in getting 

more information call the church office at (260) 244-5959. 

By Rebekah Wineland, Business Administrator 

The advent candles point to Jesus, the 
Light of the world! In John 8:12 Jesus 
says, òI am the light of the world. 
Whoever follows me will never walk 
in darkness, but will have the light of 

life.ó 

The evergreen wreath reminds us that 
our Savior God grants new and 
everlasting life in Jesus. The wreath is 
also a symbol of victory, for a 
garland wreath was often placed on 
victors in contests or conquests. We 
can also think of the crown of life that 
Jesus has won for us. The circle of the 
wreath reminds us of God Himself, His 
eternity and endless mercy, which has 
no beginning or end. The green of the 
wreath speaks of the hope that we 
have in God, the hope of newness, of 

renewal, of eternal life. 

The four colored candles in an Advent 
wreath emphasize the four week 
period of penitence (feelings of 
regret or sorrow for sins; remorse) 
and preparation during Advent, as 
we eagerly await the coming of the 
Light of the world to bring new life 
and hope. The light also reminds us 
that we are called to be a light to the 
world as we reflect the light of Godõs 
grace to others. The progression in 
the lighting of the candles symbolizes 
the various aspects of our waiting 
experience. Finally, the Light that has 
come into the world is plainly visible 
as the white Christ candle is lighted at 
Christmas, and worshippers rejoice 
over the fact that the promise of long 

ago has been realized. 

The Season of Advent: 
Anticipation and Hope! 

Doug Wright, Mandy Walter, Darcy Hoopengarner, Merrie Parish,  
Tina Vandersaul, Doug Walker, Debra Brice, Jeremy Brice,  
Ashley Hoopengarner, Angie Cotter, Shane Trump, Heidi Elias (not pictured) 

Kent Hill shares his horses and 
wagon at the First Church Fall Fest. 


